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Abstract: From smart phones to fitness trackers to sensor enabled buildings, data is currently being 
collected at an unprecedented rate. Now, more than ever, data exists that can be used to gain insight into 
questions that run the gamut from nonsensical to essential. One key technology for gaining insight into data 
is visualization. In this talk, we will explore how visualization can be leveraged to help us entertain fun and 
unique questions in the data deluge. We will investigate how social media can help us predict the next 
blockbuster film, how much information does your name carry, how Google Street View can open a world of 
questions for urban planners, and more. By thinking about fun questions for datasets, we will demonstrate 
how visual computing can help build cross-domain collaborations, paving the way to discover new insights 
and challenges. 
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